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SYNOPSIS

Log Line: In this utterly heart-affecting and enthralling film, two Holocaust survivors in South
Florida form a klezmer band and begin an extraordinary musical journey that celebrates life and
the transcendent power of music to heal.

Synopsis: Like many survivors of the Holocaust, after World War Il, Saul and Ruby moved to
America, started families and careers, grew old, and retired to South Florida. For them,
retirement could have been the last chapter in their story. But then they decided to start a
klezmer band, named the Holocaust Survivor Band. The band summons the bittersweet
memories of childhood in Poland, but more than that, it is a celebration of life. In this utterly
heart-affecting and enthralling film, we follow Saul and Ruby’s musical journey, which begins in
total obscurity, playing in residential homes for the elderly and small Jewish community
organizations, to being invited to perform at venues across the country, including a coveted
performance at the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage. This unique and compelling story is
about having the courage to live one’s dreams, finding purpose and meaning in life at any age,
the transcendent power of music, and the importance of speaking out against anti-Semitism and
bigotry.



DIRECTOR'’S BIO:

Mr. Lending is an Academy Award® nominated and national Emmy winning
producer/director/cinematographer whose work has aired nationally on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS,
HBO, A&E, Al Jazeera; has been screened theatrically and awarded at national and international
festivals; and has been televised internationally throughout Europe and Asia. His work has
inspired the creation and passing of federal legislation (The Legacy Act/American Dream Act) and
has garnered numerous major grants from foundations including the MacArthur Foundation,
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Ford Foundation, Sundance Institute, Annie E. Casey
Foundation, ITVS, NEH, US Office of Education, Driehaus Foundation and Wallace Foundation. He
was a University of Maryland Journalism Fellow in Child and Family Policy, an advisor at the
Sundance Institute, and is the president and founder of Nomadic Pictures, a documentary film
production company based in Chicago. He is also the director of Ethno Pictures, a nonprofit film
company that produces and distributes documentary films.
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