
Roadside Attractions & Samuel Goldwyn Films 
 

Present 
 

 
 

Directed by 
Max Lewkowicz 

 
Written by 

Max Lewkowicz & Valerie Thomas 
 

Produced by 
Max Lewkowicz 
Valerie Thomas 

 
Executive Produced by 

Ann Oster 
Patti Kenner 
Rita Lerner 

 
Featuring Interviews With: 

Lyricist Sheldon Harnick 
Hal Prince 

Austin Pendleton 
Lin-Manuel Miranda 

Joel Grey 
Chaim Topol 

Harvey Fierstein 
Fran Lebowitz 
Calvin Trillin 

Nathan Englander 
 

Roadside Attractions Contacts 
David Pollick / Ronit Vanderlinden 

DavidP@RoadsideAttractions.com /RonitV@RoadsideAttractions.com 
(323) 882-8490 

 
              Los Angeles Publicity Contact                                              New York Publicity Contact 
                 Michael Aaron Lawson, Inc.                                                                 Polk & Co. 
       Michael Lawson                                           Matt Polk / Wayne Wolfe / Molly Wyatt 
                      Mlawson2@mac.com                 matt@polkandco.com / wayne@polkandco.com / molly@polkandco.com  
                            (213) 280-2274                                                                        (917) 261-3988 
 

For publicity materials please visit: 
http://roadsideattractionspublicity.com/filmography/fiddler-a-miracle-of-miracles/ 

 
For downloadable trailer and clips please visit: 

www.epk.tv 
 

mailto:DavidP@RoadsideAttractions.com
mailto:RonitV@RoadsideAttractions.com
mailto:Mlawson2@mac.com
mailto:matt@polkandco.com
mailto:wayne@polkandco.com
mailto:molly@polkandco.com
http://roadsideattractionspublicity.com/filmography/fiddler-a-miracle-of-miracles/
http://www.epk.tv/


ABOUT THE FILM 
 
Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles is the first in-depth documentary film that chronicles the life and 
themes of this iconic offering of American culture. “The goal of our documentary,” says director Max 
Lewkowicz “is to understand why the story of Tevye the milkman is reborn again and again as beloved 
entertainment and cultural touchstone the world over.” 
 
Opening in 1964, Fiddler on the Roof  held the record for the longest running musical for almost 10 
years, won nine Tony Awards, and spawned five Broadway revivals. The show is still performed more 
than any other show, from middle schools in inner cities to high schools in rural America, around the 
world from grand state theaters in Japan and Vienna to Johannesburg and Mexico City.  
 
And yet, on the face of it, Fiddler on The Roof is an unlikely work to have captured the imagination of 
so many people. It was the first major musical on the American stage to feature not one American 
character, telling of the trials and tribulations of a venerated Jewish milkman trying to eke out a living 
in a small Jewish shtetl in Czarist Russia.  
 
The show appeared on the cultural landscape as America was still mourning for JFK, the Vietnam 
War was beginning to haunt the American psyche, and America and the rest of the world were on the 
verge of a massive counter-cultural revolution. And yet, Fiddler on the Roof opened to massive audiences 
and it has remained beloved and relevant to this day. 
 
Why? How did this come to be?  
 
THEMES AND IDEAS 
 
While most people who love Fiddler on the Roof may view it as a piece of popular entertainment that is 
endlessly fun to sing along to, the reason Fiddler on the Roof has persisted and continues to resonate 
with audiences today is because the themes at the heart of the show are universal to people around 
the world and throughout time.  
 
Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles focuses on three time frames – 1905, 1964 and today, and explores a 
number of themes, all of which are present in each time frame. It is these timeless, ubiquitous themes 
which give Fiddler its power, for they shed light on what it means to be a human being in this world, 
whether you are a 19th century Russian dairyman or a young African-American girl in the 21st century.  
 
Rather than use a narrator, the story is told primarily through a tapestry of interviews. One of the great 
assets of Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles is Sheldon Harnick, the lyricist of Fiddler on the Roof, who is still 
vibrant and working at 95 years of age. “In fact, it is Sheldon who was the impetus for us to make the 
film,” says producer Valerie Thomas. “We saw him speak in lower Manhattan, listened to him tell 
some of the many stories of how Fiddler was created, and we knew not only was the subject a rich 
and fascinating foundation for a film, but that Sheldon was the perfect guide.” Sheldon bequeathed 
Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles a treasure trove of stories that bring to life the tortuous, unlikely, thrillingly 
creative and exhausting process of creating this art. 
 
Among the treasures that Sheldon provided the film with are original tapes that he and Jerry Bock 
created while working on the songs for Fiddler on the Roof. Sheldon and Jerry Bock, the music composer, 
worked differently than most creative teams. Rather than sit side by side at the piano, they worked 



separately, with Bock sending Harnick recorded tapes of his musical forays and commentary. These 
original tapes are an incredible piece of archival material, and are utilized throughout the film.  
 
In addition to the rough beginnings of songs like Rich Man and Tradition, there are beautiful 
fragments of music and entire songs that were written for Fiddler on the Roof that never made it into the 
final show. Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles includes a number of these hidden treasures.  
 
ANIMATION 
 
Early in the production of the film it was decided the best way to bring some of the songs from Fiddler 
on the Roof to life was to animate them. “We searched far and wide for the right animator and animation 
style,” says Max Lewkowicz, “as we wanted to mirror the art of Marc Chagall, whose work greatly 
influenced the look of the original production.” Lewkowicz and Thomas found an animator based in 
Rotterdam, Tess Martin, specializing in a process called “paint on glass”. The result is a rich, textured, 
and lush look that, to them, “perfectly expresses the soul of Fiddler’s music”.   
 
ARCHIVAL TREASURES 
 
Among the many pieces of Fiddler history that were uncovered are clips of Zero Mostel teasing with 
Dick Cavett to promote the show in 1964; Sheldon Harnick and Jerry Bock introducing a song that 
was cut from the show to a young audience in 1964; the story of an all-Black and Hispanic Fiddler 
production put on by an inner city middle school in Brooklyn in 1970, which provoked days of protest; 
a trove of photos from early 20th century shtetls in Russia; original sketches and paintings by Marc 
Aronson, who designed the set for the 1964 production; Jerome Robbins’ copious notes during the 
creation of the original production; and a montage of footage of various covers of the song Rich Man, 
including one by the Temptations. 
 
TIME FRAMES: 
 
1905 
 
The year in which the story takes place, a time of great political upheaval around the world. Czarist 
Russian forces fired into a defenseless group of demonstrators in St. Petersburg, beginning the Russian 
Revolution of 1905. In the US, Industrial Workers of the World was founded, creating the first major 
worker’s union, while Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity was introduced to the world.  
 
For Tevye, traditions from the past maintain a foundation for his family and his community, but there 
is a conflict that is coming to the surface. Each of his three daughters is choosing to go against the 
strong cultural and religious beliefs of their parents and of the community. They want to marry those 
whom they love, rather than those whom Tevye and Golde have chosen for them. The themes of 
religious piety, economic survival, and the rise of feminism all come into play 
 
In 1905, in the Pale of Settlement, pogroms were common. Mass immigration to the US through Ellis 
Island in 1905 mirrors the current plight of refugees and immigrants trying to look for a better life 
someplace else. “The fact that the United States closed its door on Jewish immigrants during Hitler’s 
rise to power in the thirties, and is now intent on replaying that policy today, is one of the many 
parallels that have become evident” says Thomas.  
 



1964 
 
Fiddler on the Roof opened in New York City on September 22nd, 1964. 
 
Like 1905, 1964 was a time of tremendous political, social and cultural change around the world. The 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution heralded the beginnings of the Vietnam War. America was still shaken by 
the death of JFK, Bob Dylan released major social protest songs, and the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) was founded.  
 
1964 is only twenty years after the atrocities of the Holocaust, and the audiences of Fiddler on the Roof 
surely would have had these memories of horror in mind as they watched Anatevka being forcibly 
emptied of its life-long inhabitants, with many of the inhabitants ending up in the death camps of 
Poland.  
 
In June of 1964, three young civil rights workers, Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner, were murdered 
in Mississippi. The Civil Rights Movement pushed against the barriers of traditional American racial 
prejudice, and the painful sacrifices were prevalent. And just as Tevye’s daughters strive to make a life 
for themselves on their own terms, so did women in 1964, who marched in the streets for equal rights.  
 
Today 
 
55 years after the opening of Fiddler on the Roof, these themes of human struggle addressed in the 
musical are sadly still part of our world, “perhaps more so today than ever” says Thomas.   
 
“Powerful, violent right wing movements are sweeping across the continent of Europe and the United 
States, targeting the vulnerable and poor” says Thomas.  “Millions of refugees flee Central America 
and the Middle East. The Civil Rights Struggle continues with grassroots movements like Black Lives 
Matter. Anti-Semitic and Anti-Muslim rhetoric and action are spreading in all corners of the world. 
And the rights of the LGBTQ community are being fought for with a new generation of young 
activists.” 
 
Thomas believes that Fiddler on the Roof is more prevalent than ever where “women’s rights are still 
being fought for in a country where misogyny is on an upswing, where Roe V. Wade is more vulnerable 
than ever – the Woman’s March on Washington involved more than 2 million people throughout the 
country. And the very survival of our planet, threatened by global warming, is in question.” 
 
 
THE CREATORS 
 
Sholem Aleichem, Original Author 
 

Sholem Aleichem, known as the “Jewish Mark Twain,” was a prominent turn-of-the-century 
Russian/Yiddish playwright and author. His short stories about Tevye the Dairyman were the 
basis for Fiddler on the Roof. 

 
 
 
 



Jerome Robbins,  Director and Choreographer 
 
 Jerome Robbins was one of the most celebrated directors, choreographers, dancers, and 

producers of his generation.  Among his many credits are West Side Story, The King and I, Gypsy 
and Fiddler on the Roof.  

 
Joseph Stein, Librettist 

 
Joseph Stein (Book Writer) was a prominent author and playwright with dozens of 
productions to his name including Plain and Fancy, Zorba, Juno, and Enter Laughing. He won 
numerous awards, including three Tony’s. In 1971, he wrote the screenplay for the film 
adaptation of Fiddler on the Roof. 

 
Sheldon Harnick, Lyricist 
 
 Sheldon Harnick’s (Lyricist) distinguished career as a lyricist of musical theatre has spanned 

over 60 years and includes some of Broadway’s most memorable productions — Body Beautiful, 
The Rothchilds, Fiorello!, She Loves Me, and The Apple Tree.  He has received countless awards 
honoring his work, including three Tony’s. 

 
Jerry Bock,  Music Composer 

 
Jerry Bock was a composer and songwriter for the musical theatre who started his remarkable 
Broadway career with the hit Mr. Wonderful, starring Sammy Davis, Jr.  Other shows included 
The Apple Tree, The Rothchilds, Body Beautiful, and Fiorelle!, for which he and Sheldon Harnick 
won both a Tony and the Pulitzer Prize in Drama. 

 
FEATURING 
 
In addition to Sheldon’s invaluable narrative of how the show came to be, Fiddler: A Miracle of 
Miracles includes interviews with dozens of additional people. 
 
“Many of these contributors were a part of either the original Fiddler production on Broadway or 
one of the many subsequent productions”, says Thomas, “and all were eager to revisit their 
experiences in the show and talk about the influence it has had on them over the years.” 
 
To name a few - Lin-Manuel Miranda, whose musical In The Heights was loosely based on Fiddler, 
remembers his role in Fiddler in middle school. Chaim Topol, who played Tevye in the 1971 feature 
film, describes the moments in the show which still bring him to tears and his memories of working 
with Norman Jewison, which are both hilarious and poignant. Harvey Fierstein, who played Tevye 
on Broadway, talks movingly of how Fiddler speaks to each generation through a different lens. 
Austin Pendleton and Joanna Merlin, both of whom were in the original Broadway production, 
describe what it was like to work with Jerome Robbins, how his genius and his temper were 
unmatched. 
 
The film also includes interviews with luminaries as wide-ranging as Fran Lebowitz, Itzhak Perlman, 
Nathan Englander, Joel Grey and Calvin Trillin, all of whom speak about the ways in which Fiddler 
has remained relevant today, and why. 



 
LOCATIONS 
 
One of the enduring themes of Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles is that Fiddler on the Roof persists through 
time because everyone can find meaning in its core themes and stories. “As we explored the 
popularity of the show, we were amazed at how many countries around the world had staged 
Fiddler,” says Lewkowicz, “and we decided to incorporate footage of the show from a number of 
these productions – Thailand, Japan, England, Canada, a middle school in Brooklyn, Ukraine. To 
hear Do You Love Me? sung in Japanese is both strange at first and then quite moving.” 
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