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Most Beautiful Island - Synopses

Log Line (250 Character Limit)

An undocumented young woman struggling to begin a new life in New York City is
offered an opportunity she can’t pass up. But as day turns to night she discovers she’s
been lured to the center of a dangerous game.

Synopsis (500 Character Limit)

MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND is a psychological thriller examining the plight of
undocumented female immigrants hoping to make a life in New York. Shot on Super
16mm film with an intimate, voyeuristic sensibility, MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND
chronicles one harrowing day in the life of a Spanish immigrant named Luciana as she
goes from juggling multiple jobs, struggling to make ends meet, to finding herself at the
center of a dangerous game.

Synopsis (700 Character Limit)

MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND is a psychological thriller examining the plight of
undocumented female immigrants hoping to make a life in New York. Shot on Super 16
with an intimate, voyeuristic sensibility, MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND chronicles one
harrowing day in the life of Luciana, a young immigrant woman struggling to make ends
meet while striving to escape her past. As Luciana's day unfolds, she is whisked,
physically and emotionally, through a series of troublesome, unforeseeable extremes.
Before her day is done, she inadvertently finds herself a central participant in a cruel
game. Lives are placed at risk, while psyches are twisted and broken for the perverse
entertainment of a privileged few.




Director’s Statement

Most Beautiful Island is an intimate exploration of solitude, identity and discovery. The
story was drawn from my own experiences as a young Spanish immigrant in New York
City. Like many other young Europeans, I wanted to live the American Dream, though
precisely what that meant was not at all clear to me. As time passed and my meager
savings rapidly expired, I found myself broke and alone in New York with an expired
Visa, a very poor understanding of English and no prospects. A modeling agency agreed
to sponsor me, and I spent the last of my money on the application fees. Over the
ensuing months I learned to survive on bagels and random jobs as I waited for my Visa
and a break. It was a desperate and vulnerable time emotionally and physically for me.

One day a woman called me and offered me a job for that evening; she had gotten my
number through a girl I had recently met. The job seemed easy, I just had to attend a
party dressed in a Halloween costume, and at the end of the evening I would be paid in
cash. As the night progressed I realized that I was lied to—or, simply hadn’t understood
what the lady had said on the phone—and I found myself in a dangerous situation. What
happened that night inspired me to write Most Beautiful Island.

While the story of Luciana’s struggle and the life and death game in which she finds
herself an unwilling participant are fictionalized, I wanted them to feel real and
immediate to the viewer, much as my anxiety and vulnerability had felt to me in those
trying times. For that reason, I chose to shoot the film mixing professional actors with
non-actors in improvised and fluid scenarios. Two technical choices—working with super
16mm film, and shooting as much of the film as possible in single take scenes—also lend
an intimacy, rawness and immediacy to the film that I feel convey the emotional and
aesthetic condition of the protagonist’s relationship to her novel and overwhelming
surroundings. Adding to the sense of authenticity, real spiders were used under skilled
supervision in the final scenes so that the actors had to confront their own very real
anxieties about the animals. Underscoring and enhancing this sense of tension and
immersion throughout is the spare score—composed mixing in the rich street sounds of
New York City—that evolves with the character’s perception and escalating anxiety in the
film.

I have been an actor since I was a teenager in Spain and have always dreamt of directing
film both as a form of expression and as a means of refining my craft as an actor. In 2011,
I decided that the surest way to realize that dream was to write and finance my own
independent project. It was then that I decided to draw on my own story and began
writing Most Beautiful Island. The first draft of the script came together quickly and I
decided to film one scene both as a proof of concept for my vision and as a fundraising
tool. It was shot in one day in my apartment with friends donating their time, and was a
critical step in the evolution of the project for a number of reasons. The footage was great
and the flow of the final cut affirmed my vision for the project both aesthetically and
conceptually. And, the positive reaction to the piece from trusted viewers game me both
confidence and the final push to pursue this very ambitious project as producer, lead
actor and director. Shooting the single scene was also tremendously important, as it
established look of the film with the cinematographer Noah Greenberg. With my script
and scene completed, I began the laborious process of financing the film through private
equity sources. After four years, I was finally able to secure the funding necessary to
shoot a very streamlined version of my script—and, to do it on film, as I had always
dreamt.



My biggest influences in filmmaking are John Cassavetes, the Dardenne brothers,
Krzysztof KieSlowski, Andrea Arnold and, of particular influence on my thinking about
Most Beautiful Island, Cristian Mungiu’s Four Months, Three Weeks and Two Days.
Their films are spare and intimate and create an entire world around the protagonist that
is immediately gripping. With Most Beautiful Island, I am aspiring to express my own
distinct voice in this same fashion—drawing on their inspiration, and channeling my own
personal history and creative vision.



Select Biographies

ANA ASENSIO- Writer/Director/“Luciana”

Ana Asensio is an international known actress, writer and director from Spain, currently
living in Brooklyn, New York. MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND is her first feature film as a
writer/director. Asensio’s film credits include: THE AFTERLIGHT, by Craig Macneill
and Alexei Kaleina, THE ARCHIVE, by Oscar winning director Ethan Spiglan; ZENITH,
by Vladan Nikolic; and, the HBO short film, BETTY LA FLACA, by Hugo Perez. Asensio
has produced and performed in three contemporary one-woman shows and toured them
around the world. She has worked on Spanish TV drama series, directed contemporary
plays and adapted a best-selling Spanish novel into an award-winning one-woman show.

LARRY FESSENDEN, Producer/“Rudy”

Larry Fessenden is an actor and producer and the director of the art-horror movies NO
TELLING, HABIT, WENDIGO and THE LAST WINTER, as well as the TV films SKIN
AND BONES and BENEATH. He has produced dozens of movies including THE HOUSE
OF THE DEVIL, STAKE LAND, WENDY AND LUCY and THE COMEDY and acted in TV
and Film including LOUIE, THE STRAIN, BROKEN FLOWERS and THE BRAVE ONE.
Fessenden has operated the production shingle Glass Eye Pix since 1985 with the
mission of supporting individual voices in thearts.

Glass Eye Pix (“one of the indie scene’s most productive and longest-running companies”
--FILMMAKER MAGAZINE) is the fierce independent NYC-based production outfit
headed by art-horror auteur Larry Fessenden (BENEATH, THE LAST WINTER,
WENDIGO, HABIT, NBC’s FEAR ITSELF). Fessenden has operated the company since
1985, with the mission of supporting individual voices in the arts. The company has
produced numerous critically acclaimed films in and out of the horror genre, including
2017’s STRAY BULLETS (Jack Fessenden), 2016’s STAKE LAND 2 (Dan Berk & Robert
Olsen), 2015’s DARLING (Mickey Keating), 2014’s LATE PHASES (Adrian Garcia
Bogliano), 2013’s BIRTH OF THE LIVING DEAD (Rob Kuhns), 2012’s THE COMEDY
(Rick Alverson), 2011’s THE INNKEEPERS (Ti West), 2010’s STAKE LAND (Jim
Mickle), and 2009’s WENDY AND LUCY (Kelly Reichardt) and THE HOUSE OF THE
DEVIL (Ti West).

JENN WEXLER, Producer

Jenn Wexler is a producer for Glass Eye Pix. Most recently, she produced Rob Mockler’s
LIKE ME and Ana Asensio’s MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND, both set to world premiere
this March at the 2017 SXSW Film Festival. She’s also currently in post on Mickey
Keating’s psychedelic serial killer movie, PSYCHOPATHS. Wexler previously produced
Keating’s DARLING, which world premiered at Fantastic Fest 2015 and was released
theatrically and on VOD by Screen Media in spring 2016. She also produced anthology
segments in Magnolia Pictures’s ABCs OF DEATH 2 and NBC Universal’s CHILLING
VISIONS: 5 STATES OF FEAR, and she was an associate producer on Larry Fessenden’s
BENEATH.

CHADD HARBOLD, Producer

Chadd Harbold is a Brooklyn-based director, writer, and producer. His third feature film
as a director, LONG NIGHTS SHORT MORNINGS, premiered at SXSW ’16 and was
released by The Orchard. He produced BODY (Oscilloscope '15) and associate produced
THE STAKELANDER (Dark Sky Films, '16). As a director and producer, his features and
shorts have screened at the Sundance, SXSW, Tribeca, Rotterdam, Slamdance, Sitges,



Sidewalk, and Woodstock Film Festivals, among others. He is an IFP Fellow and
graduate of NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.

NOAH GREENBERG, Cinematographer and Producer

Noah Greenberg is a cinematographer based in New York City. He most recently shot the
feature film LIZZIE, a period piece based on the true story of Lizzie Borden and the 1892
murder of her parents. The film stars Chloé Sevigny and Kristen Stewart, and was
directed by Craig William Macneill with whom Greenberg also collaborated on the
recent, critically acclaimed, anthology series CHANNEL ZERO: CANDLE COVE for Syfy.
Greenberg’s other narrative feature work includes: MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND, written,
directed by, and starring Ana Asensio; The Netflix Original Film, COIN HEIST, CRUISE,
starring Emily Ratajkowski and Spencer Boldman; and the thriller CAMINO, starring
Zo¢€ Bell. His earlier work includes: THE BOY, a psychological horror film starring David
Morse and Rainn Wilson, which premiered in competition at the 2015 SXSW Film
Festival, and HENLEY, the award winning, Sundance-selected, short film upon

which THE BOY is based. Known also as a still photographer, Greenberg has worked
with acclaimed celebrity and corporate clients. His subjects range from the luminaries
Morgan Freeman, Tony Bennett and Placido Domingo to contemporary artists such as
Steve Carell, Duncan Sheik and The Roots. His corporate clients include Saatchi &
Saatchi, Atlantic Records, People Magazine and Microsoft. Greenberg is a member of
IATSE Local 600 and is represented by Dattner Dispoto and Associates.

PETER PHOK, Executive Producer

Peter Phok is an award winning independent film producer. He has produced several
films directed by indie genre icon Ti West, including IN A VALLEY OF VIOLENCE, THE
SACRAMENT, THE INNKEEPERS, and THE HOUSE OF THE DEVIL. With Larry
Fessenden’s Glass Eye Pix, Peter has produced over a dozen films that have earned
accolades and recognition at multiple international film festivals around the globe.
Among them, Glenn McQuaid’s I SELL THE DEAD, Graham Reznick's I CAN SEE YOU,
and Jim Mickle’s STAKE LAND, winner of TIFF Midnight Madness People’s Choice
Award in 2011. With Supermassive Games, Peter produced on the Sony PS4 exclusive
cinematic video game UNTIL DAWN, winner of the 2016 BAFTA for Best Original
Property. Peter is a New York native and attended School of Visual Arts in NYC, where
he earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film. He is a member of the Producer’s Guild of
America, Film Independent and has served as an IFP Narrative Lab Mentor since 2008.
He recently produced STAKE LAND II: THE STAKELANDER a sequel to the post-
apocalyptic vampire film that world premiered at the 49th Sitges International Film
Festival in Spain and served as executive producer on Rob Mockler’s LIKE ME and Ana
Asensio’s MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND both world premiering in narrative competition
at 2017 SXSW International Film Festival.

Nicholas Tucci, “Niko”

Nicholas Tucci was born and raised in Middletown, CT. His film credits include YOU'RE
NEXT, FAULTS, THE WORST YEAR OF MY LIFE, CHOOSE, UNDOCUMENTED, and
LONG NIGHTS SHORT MORNINGS. He has appeared on TV in DAREDEVIL,
QUANTICO, THE BLACKLIST, UNFORGETTABLE, and PERSON OF INTEREST, and
has acted in numerous short films and in many plays across the country. He lives in New
York City.



Caprice Benedetti, “Vanessa”

Caprice Benedetti made her acting debut in THE DEVIL’S ADVOCATE. Since then she
has enjoyed a successful career and has appeared in lead & supporting roles in over 50
feature films, independent films, as well as guest star & recurring roles in numerous
network TV productions. Movie fans will recognize Caprice Benedetti from her
supporting roles in PRACTICAL MAGIC, HITCH and SHAFT. On television she has
appeared in a number of guest star & recurring roles on successful Emmy Award-
winning TV shows such as LAW & ORDER, THE GOOD WIFE, BROTHERHOOD,
GOSSIP GIRL, and SEX & THE CITY. Recently, Caprice Benedetti has been thrilled to be
working on a number of independent films all directed, written & produced by women:
THE UNATTAINABLE STORY by Emilia Ferreira, SPLIT by Deborah Kampmeier &
MOST BEAUTIFUL ISLAND by Ana Asensio.

Natasha Romanova, “Olga”

After moving to New York from Ukraine in 1996 to pursue her career, Natasha
Romanova studied acting at The Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute, TVI Actor's
Studio, and, recently at Playhouse West in Los Angeles. Prior to MOST BEAUTIFUL
ISLAND, she appeared in Abel Ferrara's controversial film WELCOME TO NEW YORK
starring Gérard Depardieu, and in several edgy independent short films.

Natasha is also a published poet, an established singer-songwriter of the band "Discrete
Encounter"”, and she hosted a number of television shows for two major international
channels, NTV America and RTVi. Her writing and directing debut, mystery short film
SHOE LADY, premiered at the NewFilmmakers New York in January, 2017.



Crew
Director: Ana Asensio

Executive Producer: Peter Phok, Jose Maria Garcia, Ahmet Bilgen, Selim Cevikel,
Christopher Todd, Gill Holland

Producer: Jenn Wexler, Chadd Harbold, Larry Fessenden, Noah Greenberg, Ana
Asensio

Screenwriter: Ana Asensio
Cinematographer: Noah Greenberg
Editor: Francisco Bello

Production Designer: Almitra Corey
Sound Designer: Jeffery Alan Jones

Music: Jeffery Alan Jones

Principal Cast

Ana Asensio....Luciana
Natasha Romanova....Olga
David Little...Doctor Horowitz
Nicholas Tucci....Niko

Larry Fessenden....Rudy

Caprice Benedetti....Vanessa
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TOBACO DISCLAIMER

No person or entity associated with this film received
payment or anything of value, or entered into any
agreement, in connection with the depiction of tobacco
products.

LEGAL NOTICE

Country of Origin: United States of America

Palomo Films, LLC is the author of this motion picture
for the purposes of U.S. copyright law and the Berne

Convention, as well as other international laws giving
effect thereto.

The characters and events portrayed in this motion
picture are fictitious. Any similarity to actual persons,
living or dead, or to actual events is purely
coincidental.

Ownership of this motion picture is protected under
the laws of the United States of America and other
countries. Any unauthorized duplication, distribution or
exhibition of this motion picture or any part thereof
(including soundtrack) could result in criminal
prosecution as well as civil liability.

Glass Eye Pix Static Logo

TITLE
Most Beautiful Island

COPYRIGHT
Copyright © 2017 Palomo Films, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Orion Static Logo



